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Good morning, everyone. My name is Masashi Tani from GENSUIKIN. Today, I would like
to raise awareness and warn about the discriminatory structure that a society with
nuclear holds, while learning from the anti-nuclear movement led by Hibakusha in
Japan, with the potential for solidarity movements with the next generation in mind.
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In August 1945, atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Both cities
were instantly devastated, with hundreds of thousands exposed to radiation and many
precious lives lost. The exact death toll remains unknown, and many Hibakusha later
died from radiation-related illnesses. During the American occupation after Japan’s
defeat, the Press Code prohibited news about atomic bombs, silencing Hibakusha
experiences; thus, the fact of the bombing was not widely known even in Japan for a
while. As Ms. SHIMOMOTO noted earlier, the anti-nuclear movement began following the
U.S. hydrogen bomb test at Bikini Atoll.
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The current anti-nuclear movement extends beyond its initial objectives of opposing
nuclear testing, abolishing nuclear weapons, and supporting Hibakusha. Whether it is
nuclear weapons or nuclear power, GENSUIKIN has been actively advocating and leading
the movements with two pillars—aiming the abolishment of nuclear weapons and support
effected communities——to transform the societal structure of any form with "nuclear”
— in other words, the "nuclear society” as it symbolized by the words of Mr. Ichiro
Moritaki, former chairman of GENSUIKIN, who stated ”nuclear and humanity cannot
coexist together.”
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Hibakusha have long been appealing for the abolition of nuclear weapons by sharing
their horrific experiences. At the first World Conference against Atomic and Hydrogen
Bombs, it was declared that ”Only when atomic and hydrogen bombs are banned, we can
truly save the victims.” While many Hibakusha are still with us, we must achieve the
abolition of nuclear weapons as soon as possible.
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Additionally, when accidents occur at nuclear power plants, which are considered a
peaceful way to utilize nuclear energy, they cause enormous damage. In Fukushima,
Japan, there are residents who were forced to evacuate after the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear accident yet cannot return, although it has been |13 years since the accident.
Nevertheless, the Japanese government has begun to gradually phase out their support
and has once again steered toward a policy of promoting nuclear power.
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Currently, an estimated more than 25 million Hibakusha exist worldwide. Even now,
nearly 80 years after the atomic bombings, Hibakusha from Hiroshima and Nagasaki
still suffer from aftereffects. Throughout history, new Hibakusha continue to emerge.
There are Hibakusha from nuclear power plant accidents |ike Chernobyl and
Fukushima, from uranium mining sites and nuclear test areas, and from development of
nuclear weapons.
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In Nagasaki, a discriminatory situation persists towards “atomic bomb experience
survivors” defined by administrative boundaries—whether they were in old Nagasaki
City or not. After 79 years, they remain unrecognized as official Hibakusha and
receive no aid. This demonstrates how “nuclear society” inherently carries
discriminatory structures.
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Although it has been nearly 4 years since the TPNW was adopted, the reality that
nuclear states have yet to join the treaty—or even show a negative attitude toward
it—demonstrates the difficulty of nuclear abolition. This year marks the 80th
anniversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The path to nuclear
abolition is becoming increasingly challenging. Nevertheless, we must not
underestimate the value of the anti-nuclear movement thus far.
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When I recall the efforts leading up to the adoption of the TPNW, which was made
possible by continuous advocacy by Hibakusha, solidarity movements around the world,
one word comes to my mind.
"The strength of human connections is more powerful than nuclear weapons.” This was
the answer when Mr. Ichiro Moritaki was asked a question by a young girl who wondered
how a sit-in protest could be meaningful.
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A positive cluster of people pursuing humanitarian values has led to the "Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.” Hibakusha’ s experiences have revealed their
inhumanity to international society, becoming the greatest deterrent against their
use since Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
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As long as nuclear weapons exist, the risk of their use will never completely
disappear. Now is the time to overcome the critical situation where nuclear weapons
are possibly being used, by learn from the Hibakusha once again. We continue to
demand that the Japanese government to join this tfreaty.
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Learning and passing down the experiences should go beyond simply preserving the
specific accounts of its horrific aftermath. It should carry the deeper meaning,
such as the Hibakusha’s wishes and will. The small steps taken by citizens around
the world have evolved into the TPNW and have gained significant momentum. As this
has proven, together with the next generation, GENSUIKIN will continue our committed
efforts toward realizing nuclear abolition and a society without wars.



